
Algebra I Connections 

Course Placement Information 

As we begin to prepare for next school year, there are two options available for eighth grade students in 

math. The first option, Core Connections, Course 3 (CC3) which is the third of a three-year sequence of 

courses designed to prepare students for a rigorous college preparatory algebra course. 

On a daily basis, students in Core Connections, Course 3 use problem-solving strategies, questioning, 

investigating, analyzing critically, gathering and constructing evidence, and communicating rigorous 

arguments justifying their thinking. Students learn in collaboration with others while sharing information, 

expertise, and ideas. The course helps students to develop multiple strategies to solve problems and to 

recognize the connections between concepts. The lessons in the course meet all of the content standards 

and embed “Mathematical Practices” throughout the year. 

The second option, Algebra Connections (Algebra I) delivers traditionally rigorous algebraic content using 

a problem-based approach. It has strong threads woven throughout the course on multiple 

representations and the meaning of a solution. A major focus of the course is to develop multiple 

strategies to solve problems and to recognize multiple ways of understanding concepts.  Students who 

take Algebra I will be required to take and pass the Keystone Exam at the end of the course as a graduation 

requirement. 

The compounding nature of these courses require mastery of previous content and these weaknesses 

usually escalate in Algebra and then become overwhelming in Geometry and Algebra II.   Both Geometry 

and Algebra II spend a good deal of time on trigonometry functions, ask students to think abstractly and 

apply algebraic concepts to geometric situations.  We want our students to leave Middle School with a 

strong mathematical background so that they can continue to enroll in high level courses, Advanced 

Placement courses, and college level courses throughout High School.  We can best ensure these options 

when students are in the appropriate course in Eighth grade.  

In order to ensure our students have the mathematical background and foundational skills for Algebra I; 

students will be completing an Algebra Diagnostic Assessment in May during their math class.  In addition 

to this assessment; administrators will confer with teachers regarding a student’s ability to demonstrate 

a consistent commitment to completion of all assignments, ability to persevere when confronted with 

challenging problems and concepts, and take ownership for obtaining extra help when needed.  

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact your child’s Principal. 

 


